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 FEBRUARY 2025 NEWSLETTER

NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

February is National Children’s Dental Health Month.  This month is dedicated to raising awareness about
the importance of oral health for children and encouraging them to establish good health early in life.  It is
a great opportunity to focus on the oral health of children and ensure they have a healthy smile for years to

come, while also striving t improve patient experiences, especially for our most vulnerable pediatric
population.  This involves understanding and addressing different factors that can influence their behavior.

Effective behavior guidance strategies can build trust, reduce anxiety, and promote cooperation during
dental appointments.  One way to help this is to offer fidget toys for stress relief.  Fidget toys are handheld
tools that increase focus and provide a positive outlet for releasing energy.  Examples include stress balls,
pop-its, spinner toys, and squishes.  Here at the office we have stress balls the kids can hold during their
appointment.  But parents can bring their own fidget toys if the child is more comfortable with them.  For

younger children we offer a teddy bear for them to hold and take home to build trust and to feel
comfortable.  When we talk with our pediatric patients, we use a calm voice.  Many believe using a high-
pitched or stern tone will lead to patient compliance.  The opposite is true:  providers should maintain a

calm and even tone of voice with pediatric patients.  Maintaining a calm and soothing tone and using
reassuring language demonstrates empathy and creates a sense of  security for the child.  

continue to pg 2

February has Valentine’s Day this month.  I want
to talk about your actual heart health and how

to take care of your heart in order to live a long,
active, ,wonderful life.  Did you know how

 important proper sleep is to your heart health?  
Matthew Walker explains in his book, “Why We  
Sleep” that insufficient sleep can increase the

risk of calcification of the coronary artery.  
There are many ways to track actually how well

you slept the nigjht before with different
devices., such as an Apple Watch, a Whoop

band, and an Oura ring.  We are actually giving
away an Oura ring at the end of March!  Dr..
Mark is also had advanced training in sleep

apnea and snoring treatments to help improve
your quality of sleep.  Ask us if you want to

improve your sleep!

Dr. Krista Wortman



National Children’s Dental Health from page 1

New patients often ask, “When should my child first see a dentist?”  It’s never too early to start focusing on
your child’s oral health!  The American Association of Pediatric Dentists recommends that parents establish
a dental home for their child by their first tooth or first birthday.  Now this is pretty young for a child to sit
in a dental chair and have the dentist “look” in his/her mouth, but every child is different.  What I always

tell parents is to bring your toddler to your appointment when you get your teeth cleaned.  Have him or her
sit on your lap and watch you get your teeth cleaned.  I typically show them the suction and the water etc.

They love to see the little mirror that goes in the mouth.  This is a great start to introducing them to the
dentist.  A parent knows their kids and knows when they are in the best mood.  So try not to schedule the
child’s appointment when they are tired or hungry.  We do our best to accommodate and make them feel

safe and comfortable.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
HYGIENIST KARYN ON THE

ARRIVAL OF HER 2ND
GRANDBABY.  AYDEN JAMES
SURPRISED US ON JANUARY
6TH.  NOW AVERY JOHN WILL
HAVE A PLAYMATE FOR LIFE!

TEAM HIGHLIGHT

WELCOME DR. AKHTAR

Dr. Nihan Akhtar is a board certified dentist who
has been practicing since 2020.  She specializes

in diagnosing and treating patients with
periodontal disease, tooth decay and dental

emergencies and strongly believes in delivering
comprehensive dental care for overall health and
well-being.  Dr. Akhtar enjoys getting to know her
patients and providing exceptional service they

deserve.  She graduated from University of
Detroit Mercy in 2016 with a Bachelor’s of

Science in Biology where she was part of the 7-
year dental program, and Detroit Mercy School of

Dentistry in 2020 with a Doctorate of Dental
Surgery.  She is also a member of the Michigan

Dental Association, Oakland County Dental
Society, and American Dental Association.  Dr.

Akhtar is passionate about forming strong
relationships and believes communication and

trust are key for optimal results.  In her free time,
she enjoys spending time with family, watching
movies and traveling as frequently as possible.

Karyn Casey RDH



WHAT OUR PATIENTS ARE SAYING ABOUT USWHAT OUR PATIENTS ARE SAYING ABOUT US
A F T E R  M Y  D E N T I S T  R E T I R E D ,  I  H A D  B E E N  S E A R C H I N G  F O R  A  N E W  D E N T I S T  W I T H

N E W  T E C H N O L O G Y ,  E T C .  I  W A S  R E F E R R E D  T O  “ S U M M I T  F A M I L Y  D E N T A L ”  A T  2 1  M I L E
A N D  V A N  D Y K E  B Y  M Y  S I S T E R .  I  C A N N O T  S A Y  E N O U G H  G O O D  A B O U T  D R .  L A U R E N

D I B A R T O L O M E O  A N D  H E R  A S S I S T A N T  S I E R R A  V A N A S S C H E .  T H E S E  T W O  W O M E N  A R E
N O T  O N L Y  T H E  F R I E N D L I E S T  W H O  M A K E  Y O U  F E E L  S O  C O M F O R T A B L E ,  B U T  T H E Y

A R E  A L S O  E X T R E M E L Y  K N O W L E D G E A B L E  A N D  E X P E R I E N C E D .  E A C H  O N E  O F  M Y
V I S I T S  H A V E  B E E N  S O  E N J O Y A B L E  ( A N D  I  D O N ’ T  L I K E  G O I N G  T O  T H E  D E N T I S T ! ) .  I F

Y O U ’ R E  L O O K I N G  F O R  A  N E W  D E N T I S T ,  P L E A S E  G I V E  T H E M  A  C A L L  A N D  M A K E  T H E M
Y O U R  N E W  D E N T I S T .  Y O U  W I L L  N O T  B E  D I S A P P O I N T E D .  H E I D I  O .   

L O V E  C A R O L Y N .  S H E  I S  V E R Y  C A R I N G  A N D  P R O F E S S I O N A L .  I  H A V E  B E E N
A  P A T I E N T  H E R E  F O R  Y E A R S .  W H E N  I  W A S  W O R K I N G  I N  D E T R O I T ,  I

N E E D E D  A  D E N T I S T  T H A T  T R U L Y  H A D  E V E N I N G  H O U R S ,  T H A T  W O U L D  M A K E
R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  B U T  A L L O W  M E  T O  M A K E  M Y  O W N  C H O I C E S .  A F T E R

G O I N G  T H R O U G H  A  N U M B E R  O F  D E N T I S T S ,  I  F O U N D  A L L  O F  T H A T  H E R E  A N
N O  L O N G E R  H A D  T O  L O O K  F O R  A  D E N T I S T !  I  W A S  A L W A Y S  D R .  M A R K ' S
L A S T  P A T I E N T  O N  T H U R S D A Y  E V E N I N G .  W H E N  M Y  H U S B A N D ' S  D E N T I S T

R E T I R E D ,  H E  B E C A M E  A  P A T I E N T  H E R E .  W O U L D  H I G H T L Y  R E C O M M E N D
S U M M I T  F A M I L Y  D E N T I S T .   B E T H  P .   

S O  T H A N K F U L  S U M M I T  F A M I L Y  D E N T A L !  L I T E R A L L Y  T H E  B E S T  D E N T A L
E X P E R I E N C E  I ’ V E  H A D  O F  A L L  T I M E !  K A T I E  A N D  D R .  M A R K  W E N T  O U T  O F

T H E I R  W A Y  A N D  S T A Y E D  L A T E  T O  M A K E  S U R E  M Y  C R O W N  C O U L D  B E
C O M P L E T E D  B E F O R E  H O L I D A Y S  A N D  W A S  F A S T  A N D  E F F I C I E N T !  W I L L

D E F I N I T E L Y  B E  G O I N G  B A C K !  T H A N K  Y O U  A G A I N !   L I S A  D .   

NEW CONTEST: RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH A
BRAND NEW OURA RING!!

T H E  O U R A  R I N G
F O C U S E S  P R I M A R I L Y

O N  S L E E P  A N D
' R E A D I N E S S ' ,  A N D

G I V E S  Y O U  A  S C O R E
O U T  O F  1 0 0  E A C H

M O R N I N G  B Y
M O N I T O R I N G  H O W

W E L L  Y O U  S L E P T
A N D  R E C O V E R E D ,

E S T A B L I S H I N G  H O W
P R E P A R E D  Y O U R

B O D Y  I S  F O R  T H E
D A Y  A H E A D .   

DRAWING WILL BE
 HELD MARCH 31ST 2025

W H A T  D O E S  T H E  O U R A  R I N G  D O ?  
T H E  O U R A  R I N G  U S E S  T H R E E  S M A L L

S E N S O R S  I N  T H E  I N T E R I O R  O F  T H E  R I N G
E Q U I P P E D  W I T H  I N F R A R E D  L I G H T

P H O T O P L E T H Y S M O G R A P H Y  T O  T R A C K
U S E R S '  H E A R T  R A T E ,  B L O O D  O X Y G E N ,
B R E A T H I N G  R E G U L A R I T Y ,  H E A R T  R A T E

V A R I A B I L I T Y ,  T E M P E R A T U R E ,  A C T I V I T Y ,
A N D  S L E E P .
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